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Journal

Cảm ơn các bạn...       
Thank you dear friends

It had been a few years since my last 
trip to Vietnam and it again put me in 
awe of how Binh does all that she does, 
not to mention getting through airport 
security.

IÕm not sure when it happens but it 
always does, that moment when you 
stop being disgusted with the poverty 
and the moment when it just becomes 
part of the passing landscape, but it 
does.

One exception was the cancer center in 
Saigon. The children lying on the ßoor on 
straw mats surrounded by their relatives 
and more lined on every step and into the 
courtyard waiting for treatment and one 
thing I had to keep reminding myself was 
the staff was doing the best they could 
with what they had, especially the doctor 
on the pediatric ßoor who was dead tired 
and discouraged. These are the kind of 
people who need to be uplifted by what 
ever we can give them, itÕs all so 

appreciated. The hospital just needs to be 
replaced but that is far beyond COPI so 
weÕll continue to do the small things like 
the chemo drip units we provided.

Our main focus, after getting me through 
a bout of food poisoning (thanks Binh) 
was to give out scholarships to needy 
children. Your thirty-Þve dollars could 
not have bought more or been more 
appreciated. ItÕs always about the 
children but when you see a dirt poor 
parent bring their child a long distance 
on their scooter to accept the scholarship.

I would challenge you to hold back the 
tears. One such man who could neither 
read or write went to the podium and 
gave a short speech expressing his 
gratitude, I guess most parents want the 
best for their children the world over.

Visiting the orphanages is always 
uplifting for me but at the same time 
makes feel so humble when I see the 
loving care and dedication that is 
exhibited by the nuns and priest,  I only 
wish I had their faith. One instance in 
particular struck me, as Binh and I visited 
the unit where the children are severely 
handicapped, one little boy with a 
severely overgrown head was being 
caressed by one of the workers. This child 
will not live and yet he was still being 
loved which brought to mind this 
passage from Matthew 25 verse 40 ÒTruly, 
I say to you, as you did it to one of the 
least of these my brethren, you did it to 
me.Ó

This to me is what our COPI family 
exempliÞes.

 --Jack Rybacki (b‡c Jack, c™ b“nh Ôs husband)
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ten thousand miles away by a mother we 
may never know or meet.  Yet, here she 
was, a child so different from us -- and 
yet the same as us.

Her need for love, security, and hope was 
a mirror reßection of our own needs.! The 
mystery of her life  was bound up in the 
same creation of a loving God as our 
own. !  The intertwining of fear and 
curiosity I saw in her black eyes as she 
clung to her caretaker were met with the 
reverent mystery of our merging worlds 
in my own eyes.

Barbara and I had been to Vietnam many 
times with COPI bringing medical care 
and love to beautiful children like 
Katherine, but now it was different. ! 
Vietnam is no longer a foreign country; it 
is now the land of our beautiful 
granddaughterÕs forefathers.!  Our family 
has become forever linked to Vietnam.! 

Even though Barbara and I travel all over 
the world, this little girl has deepened our 
worldview in ways that external travel 
could never do. !  She is a beautiful 
reminder that love, joy and hope speak a 
universal language and is born of a 
universal color.
 !

Papa Jim and Katie 2010
!

We are so proud to be KatieÕs Nana and 
Papa. !We never think of her as being 
anything but Katie, our beautiful little 
grandchild, the joy of our daughterÕs life.! 
We pray that she will one day make both 
America and Vietnam proud to have 
shared!and nurtured her life.

Pastor Jim Munter, COPI board member 

 

Young partners
ÒWhat Would Jesus doÓ is the name of a 
missionary group at Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church in Sandy, Utah.  The 
group meets monthly to plan their annual 
Òmission tripÓ, and they held a 
fundraising event to raise funding for 
their mission so they could ÒdigÓ into 
studying the GodÕs word.  If that is not 
enough, the group offered to make bead 
projects for our medical mission team 
members to bring to Vietnam.  

The colorful beads keep our little patients 
busy as they wait for their turn to see our 
dentists.  The bead project is so popular; 
many of our adult patients wait in a long 
line just to get one for their children or 
grandchildren at home.  

Members of the WWJD visiting Loveland

We, the members of the COPI medical 
mission team, are very grateful for the 
contribution from WWJD group.  What is 
interesting about the group is that they 
are 5th and 6th graders!  We are proud to 
be one of the recipients of their blessings.  
Thank you WWJD.

          

                                        

Loving Miss Katie...
After twenty three months of waiting and 
praying we were about to meet a tiny two 
year old girl our daughter Ellen would 
name Katherine Rose Munter, our Þrst! 
grandchild.! 

Entering a large windowed room, we 
encountered wooden platforms covered 
with bamboo mats, each having blanket 
spaces for four little people. !  At last! 
There she was, holding tightly to her 
loving caretaker! ! We stood there waiting 
for our minds to catch up with the reality 
of that moment.

Miss Katie 2008

Even at two years old she sensed that her 
life was about to have a dramatic change.! 
The same was also true for Ellen and for 
Nana and Papa.! 

Seeing her hold tightly to her caretaker, I 
experienced a ßash back with the same 
powerful! currents of conßicting emotions 
when a nurse had held up our Þrst born 
for me to see, so many years ago.! 

Like then, feelings of joy, love, fear, hope, 
thankfulness, permanency, responsibility 
and mystery swirled through my soul 
with no anchors of rationality to hold 
them in place.

Both Barbara and I were born into farm 
families in northeast Nebraska.!  We grew 
up in the security of loving families 
steeped in the American dream of 
opportunity and family.! 

We never imagined that our grandchild 
would be conceived in an Asian country

He who could reach a child’s heart 
can reach the worlds heart.

Rudyart Kipling

Dates to remember:
**Spring medical mission**

 March 09 - March 26, 2011
**Summer Medical Mission**

 July 27 - August 13, 2011

Contact mission team at:

copimission@gmail.com
Mission application is downloadable from 
our website.  We appreciate your donation 
for the missions.  We serve at least 1,100 
patients on each mission.  Thank you for 

your loving support .
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Teach your children well

Being 6 years old is great.  Someone cooks 
for you, someone dresses you up, 
someone drives you to school,  someone 
tucks you in at bedtime, and someone 
reads you stories.  And your only 
monumental task is to master the ABCs 
while the world is ßuttering around to 
make your life absolutely comfortableÉ

That world is no different for the 35 Þrst 
graders and 35 Þfth graders at St. Francis 
De Sales in Las Vegas.   Except, their 
teacher Mrs. Copper did more than teach 
them the ABCs when she invited the Þrst 
and Þfth graders to begin the journey of 
caring for GodÕs world.  Their journey 
started over 11 years ago and they have 
been collecting more than $25,000 in 
coins! They have one funder who 
matched their contribution.  On this 
journey, they had chosen the children at 
Cam Tam leprosy colony to share their 
fortune in coins.  The Þrst and Þfth 
graders have been feeding the orphans, 
bought playground equipment, paid for 
school fees, raised pigs and chickens for 
food, dug a clean water well, started 
crops of sugar cane, tapioca and blue 
dragon fruit to raise income, and 
provided warm clothes at ChristmasÉ all 
of these for the entire colony and their 
tribal neighbors up the mountains.  We 
offer our sincere and humble gratitude to 
Mrs. Copper, Mrs. Thomas and their 
students of the last 11 years.  Could you 
imagine if all teachers in the world would 
teach their students how to share? This  
planet would be a much more peaceful 
place to live.  Eleven years and 770 
youngsters later in the big wide world, it 

is comprehensible that each of us can 
teach our children well.  Mrs. Copper and 
Mrs. Thomas have been doing just that.  
Thank you Mrs. Copper, Mrs. Thomas 
and the angels at St. Francis De Sales 
from the bottom of our hearts.  Cam Tan 
leprosy colony is a much better haven 
because you care.  Our friend and fellow 
missionary, Magel Walo, introduced Mrs. 
Copper to COPI, bless you Magel.

Mrs. Thomas and St. Francis First Graders

From Singapore with Love
Even outside of the U.S and Vietnam, 
there are global friends who care about 
our children. Kathy OÕBrien, an American 
expat who has adopted two sons from 
Vietnam, held a fundraiser in Singapore 
to support COPI in September. 

Kathy and Tami at Singapore fundrasie

ÒA Necessary JourneyÓ Executive 
Producer Tami Bradshaw was passing 
through town. Kathy used the 
opportunity to screen the Þlm and invite 
friends to meet the Þlmmaker. Seventy 
friends came to watch ÒA Necessary 
JourneyÓ in a cozy restaurant set amidst 
the lush tropics of Singapore.  They 
learned about the 17-day road trip of Binh 
Rybacki and her volunteer medical teams 
in remote areas of Vietnam.
The documentary brought tears to most 

eyes that evening, and the audience was 
further touched to hear Þrst-hand stories 
from Tami about COPIÕs work. With 
TamiÕs encouragement, the friends made 
additional donations, writing notes to 
express their wishes for how their 
support would help the underprivileged 
n Vietnam: One year of school fees for a 
girl; expenses for the doctors to return to 
Vietnam; a heart monitor for one patient.

Auction artwork to raise fund for COPI

From R to L(Gus, Jonah, Kathy, & friends)

 All the wishes from this tiny island give 
genuine hope for people in remote areas 
in Vietnam.

KathyÕs friends gave great support to the 
fundraising activity.  They donated wine 
and original paintings for an auction that 
became very exciting.  Some Vietnamese 
university students arrived wearing 
beautiful ao dai  dresses and volunteered 
their help that evening.
In all, the event raised US $11,500 for the 
children. The fundraising event ended 
with a lovely scene: the children proudly 
raised a huge ÒThank youÓ note Ð their 
work of art that evening - to the applause 

of the audience. 
Children of Peace International wishes to 
thank Kathy OÕ Brien, Gus, Jonah and her 
wonderful friends for their love to 
children in our care.  Their love will 
sustain us and give us the opportunity to 
serve yet another child   - Minh Ngọc, Singapore 
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Share globally & Serve 
locally
Since 1997, COPI has hosted two medical 
missions annually.  Our teams combine 
Vietnamese and American doctors, 
nurses, dentists, and pharmacists, 
teachers, students, and everyone who 
wishes to share the journey in healing 
Vietnam.  We realized long ago that there 
are areas in Vietnam that desperately 
need our assistance but it is just not 
feasible to bring teams of foreigners to 
certain areas.  Five years ago, Co Cuc, our 
medical mission coordinator, began a 
program to extend our semiannual trips.

As a teacher at Ho Chi Minh School of 
Medicine, Co Cuc gathered a team of 
Vietnamese volunteers, mostly her former 
medical students, to hold clinics on the 
weekends. The team leaves at 6 pm on 
Friday and drives for 6 to 8 hours to reach 
their destination. After a short night of 
sleep, they set up free medical clinics that 
last from 5 am Saturday to 5 pm on 
Sunday. The team brings their own food 
and sleeps in churches and temples. COPI 
provides $200 each trip for gas money, as 
well as medicine and care packages for 
the patients. The team works about 40 
weekends a year and sees an average of 
700 patients per clinic.

The clinics are modeled off of COPI 
medical missions and all of the 
participants are volunteers. This team is 
an extension of the COPI medical teams 
in Vietnam.  We share our knowledge, 
trials and errors to one another. Both 
team have learned to leverage each others 
effort to reach the unreachable 
communities.   We are proud to partner 
with Co Cuc and her medical teams and 
we admire our Vietnamese friends for 
their dedication and service to the people 
in need.                    -- Megan Gustkey Martinez --

Tuyền in the middle surrounded by children

Joining the family.......
Tuyền in Vietnam

Nguy ễn Thị Thanh Tuyền is a licensed 
social worker in Vietnam.  Father Minh  
hired Tuyen to be the full-time care giver 
at Binh Duong Compassionate home in 
2008.  Tuyen joined COPI team in 
Vietnam in January 2010 as our part-time 
Program Coordinator.   TuyenÕs  expertise 
including credit and micro-loan, 
environmental education, community 
development and children education.  
Tuyen is known in the social activists 
community as a compassionate person, 
we are blessed to have Tuyen on our 
team.  Please join us to welcome Tuyen 
into COPI family.

Megan in Colorado
Megan Gustkey Martinez is a senior at 
the University of Northern Colorado. She 
is currently student teaching in Greeley.    
Megan accepted a part-time position as 
our Program OfÞcer for COPI. Megan 
was a member of Key Club International 
who raised money to build Doan Hung 
School.  Megan has been on two COPI 
medical missions and assisted with many 
COPI functions.  Megan was also binhÕs 
teaching partner on  the subject of Early 
Childhood Development in summer 2009.  
Megan got married in July 2010; she and 
her husband, Zach, are planning to join 
the Summer 2011 medical mission.  
Welcome Megan, we love to have you.

 

A family...
ÒAn association of people who share 
common beliefs or activitiesÓ. This is one 
of the deÞnitions  for ÒfamilyÓ.  

Children of Peace International is 
approaching the 18 year mark.  In 
eighteen years serving  the children and 
people in Vietnam, I have never felt the 
closeness of a family sentiment as strong 
as in the summer of 2010.  

Our medical team on the summer 2010 
mission was quite unique.  There were 
many Þrsts for the team: This is the Þrst 
time we had several young Vietnamese-
American from the USA and Europe, Þrst 
time to have several younger Vietnamese 
team members, and Þrst time to have 
three Soroptimist members.  

We had an equal number of American 
and Vietnamese team members, and you 
would thought the language barrier 
would burry us.  Instead, we  tried to 
communicate in  ways which are both 
loving and creative. 

The night before we left Vietnam, all of 
the young team members congregated in 
my room.. We reminiscence about the 
two and half weeks spent together,  
laughed until it hurt and we cried as if it 
was  the end of time.  I have known for 
years there were many friendships made 
during our missions but I have never 
encountered so much love and 
compassion enveloping one room as 
strong as the early morning of July 31st, 
2010.  

Some of my team members learned to 
speak a full sentence either in Vietnamese 
or English, some of us learned for the 
Þrst time the traditions and belief which 
shaped Vietnam.  Some of us tried to eat 
what we thought was horrid and love it.  

When we signed up to join the ÒmissionÓ 
team, each of us had a notion that we will 
Òsave the worldÓ.  Instead we have found 
great friends, best friends and loved ones.  
I found my sisters on these  trips.  The 
love and friendship we share can only 
happen because of a common belief: Love  
endure all things.
                                             binh rybacki aka cô bình
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